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Digitalisation Social media

Information overload 

Information disorder 

Information chaos 

Hoax

Information pollution 
Rumour

Fake News

Conspiracy Theory

Propaganda

Satire

Parody

Hate Speech



Creation
Dissemi-

nation
Impact Response

Life cycle of disinformation 



Truthfulness of information

Intentionality

Intent to harm

True/ Fact 

No Intent to harm

False

Evaluating information



Disinformation

Malinformation

Misinformation



Disinformation

Malinformation

Misinformation

information that is false

the person sharing it, believes it is true 

= incorrect or incomplete information

1.real information is altered or 

misrepresented to cause harm to a 

specific country, organization, nation, or 

person

2. true and private information is 

‘leaked’ for short moment with the intent 

to create a large effect

information that is false

The person creating it, knows it is 

false 

is shared with concrete intent



Intent to harmNo intent to harm

True/ Fact 

False

Misinformation Disinformation

Real information Malinformation

Source: authors on the base of: Deakin University https://deakin.libguides.com/misinformation/types



Areas for disinformation in public policy 

security issues and armed conflicts

election campaigns

healthcare issues (Covid 19)

climate change and global warming

crises

migration

waste of public money
public management and 

governance

diversity historical facts 



Disinformation in public policy – the case of Slovakia

Methodology: 

Case studies

Assessment of cases:

• level of government 

• area of disinformation 

• creator

• way of distribution

• form

• impact

• response



Source: European Commission. 2023. Flash Eurobarometer 522: Democracy. 

How often do you think that you have been personally exposed to disinformation and fake news over the past 7 days? (%) 

Degree of belief in conspiracy theories and misinformation narratives

Source: Globsec, 2020. Voices of Central and Eastern Europe. 

p. 46. https://www.globsec.org/sites/default/files/2020-

06/Voices-of-Central-and-Eastern-Europe_print-version.pdf



Disinformation in public policy – the case “Bridge in Čečejovce”

level of government 

area of disinformation

creator

way of distribution

form

impact

response

time period

local

waste of public money, public management and 

governance

inhabitants

social media + real

text, picture, verbal

reputation of the mayor

yes, real discussion 

2023

Source: https://kosice.korzar.sme.sk/c/23260655/v-cecejovciach-

prerobili-pesiu-lavku-na-most.html



Disinformation in public policy – the case “Termination of 

employment for all school principals in the city of Košice”

”
level of government 

area of disinformation

creator

way of distribution

form

impact

response

time period

local

public management and governance

inhabitants

social media

text

reputation of the mayor

yes, official FB profile 

2024



Disinformation in public policy – the case “Deep fake on the 

priority to increase the price of beer”

”
level of government 

area of disinformation

creator

way of distribution

form

impact

response

time period

national

election campaigns

concrete author

social media, Whatsapp

video, deep fake

reputation of the political party

yes, official FB profile

2023

Source of the picture: https://slovensky.leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2023/09/fact-check-

progres%C3%ADvne-slovensko-nechce-zvysit-ceny-piva.html



Disinformation in public policy – the case “Assassination of Slovak 

Prime Minister“

”
level of government 

area of disinformation

creator

way of distribution

form

impact

response

time period

national

election campaigns, crises

concrete profiles

social media, online discussions

text, picture

reputation, election campagne, 

crises, security issues …

yes

2024

Source: https://dennikn.sk/4114647/prieskum-malokto-veri-ze-by-bol-atentat-na-

fica-zinscenovany-obavy-z-dalsieho-utoku-maju-skor-volici-koalicie/?ref=mwat



Conclusion

How to deal with the disinformation?

• Education

• Critical thinking

• Authorities

• Initiatives:

o Globsec
o Infosecurity.sk

o Demagog.sk
o Hoaxy a podvody - Polícia SR
o https://www.hoaxyapodvody.sk/

o Konspiratori.sk
o The Investigative Center of Ján Kuciak (ICJK)

o ...
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